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down for April 12th; thus only two sliort weeks were allowed him in which to collect his proofs against the most powerful man in Scotland. Lennox, therefore, judged that the trial would be nothing more than a mockery, and failed to appear. Bothwell, on the other hand, was accompanied to the place appointed for the trial by five thousand of his partisans, and two hundred chosen fusileers, who stood guard at the doors as soon as he had entered. As will be seen his attitude was more nearly that of a King preparing to disregard the laws, than of an accused person, prepared to submit to their execution. The anticipated result followed, and the jury acquitted Bothwell of the charge of which everybody, including his judges, knew him to be guilty.
On the day of the trial, Bothwell caused the challenge to be publicly posted.
" Although I am sufficiently exonerated from complicity in the murder of the King, of which I have been falsely accused, nevertheless, the better to maintain my innocence, I am ready to do battle against any person who dares assert that I killed the King."
This reply was not slow to make its appearance beside the other:
"I accept the challenge, provided that you select neutral ground."
Following immediately upon Bothwell's acquittal came reports that the Queen proposed to marry him. Strange and mad as such a marriage would seem to be, the relations between the two were so well known that no one doubted the truth of the report. But fear or ambition had brought every one under subjection to Bothwell, and only two men dared to lift their voices against the unholy union. They were Lord Herries and James Melville,